HOMEWORK


[bookmark: _GoBack]	As you will notice, there is more work associated with third grade and that means more responsibility.  Just as it takes the students time to adjust to being back in school, it also takes them time to adjust to the new demands of third grade.  We will try to help make the transition as smooth as possible here at school.. Hopefully, the following notes will help you to keep things running smoothly at home.  If there are ever any problems or questions concerning homework throughout the year, please do not hesitate to call us at (412) 896-2327 or email us at lleuenberger@efsd.net , asolomon@efsd.net,  and ltiberio@efsd.net . Thank you for your help with this important aspect of your child’s education.


1.	On the first day of school, your child was given a Take Home Folder.  This is 
to be used for taking homework and other papers home for you to see.  This 
should be brought to school every day and brought home every day.  Please 
go over their Take Home Folders with them nightly.  Remove any old papers 
and take note of their assignments for that day.

2.	The students have a Homework Planner.  This is to be carried with them and 
taken home every day and brought back to school every day.  The students 
are responsible for writing their daily assignments in this planner.  In 
addition, you must check the planner to see what homework they have and 
to make sure that the homework is completed.  If you have checked the 
planner and homework is complete please sign your name under that day in 
the planner.  If homework is NOT completed and the planner is NOT signed, 
your child will lose recess for that day.  

3.	The students also have a Homework Chart.  This is what we will put stars on 
to reward them for having homework complete and planner signed.  Once 
the chart is full of stars they will earn a reward. 

4.	The students will earn 2 stars on their chart each day; one for completed   
              homework and the other for planner being signed.  When their chart is filled 
              with stars they will get a reward ticket of their choice.

5.	It is their responsibility to get you to sign/initial their Homework Planner 
every night.  Please make sure that any homework is done before signing it.  

6.	ALL ASSIGNMENTS SHOULD BE DONE IN PENCIL AND HAVE A NAME ON 
THEM.

7.	We would like students to show their work when doing math assignments, especially when doing work problems.  When we can see how they solved the problem along with the answer, it helps us to follow their thinking and determine where strengths and problems lie.  It is also good practice for the PSSA exams where the are required not only to solve math problems, but to show and explain how they solved them as well.  

8.	Students should write complete sentences when answering questions.  
Please help them to remember to use capital letters and the appropriate end 
mark.

9.	Please encourage your child to read directions before completing 
assignments.  This is an important skill to develop and helps to ensure that 
assignments are done correctly in and out of school.

10.	Unless otherwise noted, all homework is due the next day.  We will check to 
see that Homework and Planners are complete during morning routine.

11.	Students choosing not to do their homework will miss recess time.  They will 
fill out a missed homework sheet and complete the assignment during recess.  
The missed homework sheet will then come home for you to sign.  The 
student will have recess back once the assignment is complete and the sheet 
is sign by you and returned to school.  

3 MISSED HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS WILL RESULT IN AFTER SCHOOL 
DETENTION.

***We realize that we all have busy schedules, but please help your child to make time for homework.  If you make it a priority, it will become a priority for him/her too.

12.	Ongoing assignments- students will have a spelling test every week.  
Accordingly, they should be practicing their words throughout the week.  As 
these words may also show up on the future tests throughout the year, please 
continue to review them periodically.

They will also be tested each week on the robust vocabulary that accompanies each of our reading stories.  Please help review these words and definitions throughout the week.  Save the lists to help review for the Theme Tests.

Please practice math facts as often as possible to help your child to learn his/her facts and move away form counting or using fingers.  We begin focusing on addition and subtraction.  We will move on to multiplication and division during the second half of the school year.  
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